
DATA AND RISK – EARLY INDICATORS OF VIOLENCE 

 

On 12th May 2021, as part of the VRU Data workshop event, Jason Davies (Senior Analyst at West 

Midlands VRU) led a session focussed on how agencies with an interest in violence reduction might 

identify the best and most suitable data help them understand the nature and extent of risk of 

violence in their areas and populations. 

 

UNDERSTANDING, ACCESSING & VISUALISING DATA ON RISK 

After a short presentation with 

examples of some of the existing 

research into the strongest risk 

factors associated with violence, 

from academics and organisations 

involved in violence reduction, 

including the North West Public 

Health Observatory and Mayor’s 

Office of Police & Crime in London, 

there was a demonstration of how 

West Midlands VRU have selected 

and analysed data in their web-based 

Strategic Needs Assessment.  

IDEAS FOR IMPROVING THE USE OF DATA TO INFORM RISK OF VIOLENCE 

There was then an opportunity for attendees to identify some of the key challenges and opportunities 

for better use of data to inform and understand the risks associated with violence. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

For more information, please contact jason.davies@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 

mailto:jason.davies@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk

