EXPLOITATION

Child criminal exploitation (CCE) is
when a child or young person is
manipulated by others, including gangs
and criminals, into committing crimes,
like holding onto or selling drugs, carrying
weapons and committing theft or
burglary. County lines is the most
common type of activity, where young
people are recruited and coerced into
distributing drugs.

A child or young person may be caught up in CCE
and not even realise it; there is often a grooming
process which can make them feel like the exploiters
are friends, or they're part of a group or gang, or
have status. They feel important, protected and
respected. Some will realise it's wrong, but will feel
trapped and afraid as threats against them or family
may have been made.

Some children and young people are also made to
feel like they have no choice but to commit these
crimes, and they'll be scared to speak out about
what is happening.

DOWNLOAD NOW

To find out more, you can download the Catch 22

Parents Pack on understanding exploitation.

Contact the police immediately if you're worried that a child or young person
is in danger.

Talk to them and listen. If you're worried about a child, or know that they're
involved with a gang or criminal group, try to be aware of where they are
when they’re out, who they're with and what they’re doing on social media.

You can contact the NSPCC helpline (08088 005 000) and speak to trained
professionals about what is happening. They can take action and point you to
the right services and support agencies in your area.

Contact Children’s Services. You can find them through your local council
Talk to the safeguarding lead at the child’s school and ask for support.

Further Information

Government advice to parents and carers on gangs

Children’s Society advice on spotting the signs of gang activity

Safeguarding Network provides help and support on child criminal exploitation

Not In Our Community is full of resources to help you and young people understand more about child criminal
exploitation and child sexual exploitation

Information on Financially Motivated Sexual Extortion

&) www.westmidlands-vrp.org/i-am-a-parent


https://www.catch-22.org.uk/resources/catch-on-parents-pack/
https://www.leics.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/cl/county-lines/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/resources/catch-on-parents-pack/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/resources/catch-on-parents-pack/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/345337/AdviceParentsCarersGangs14.pdf
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/our-work/child-criminal-exploitation-and-county-lines/spotting-signs
https://safeguarding.network/safeguarding-resources/child-criminal-exploitation/
https://notinourcommunity.org/the-parents/
https://www.ceopeducation.co.uk/professionals/guidance/fmse-guidance-parents/

