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VIOLENCE

Knife crime

Gangs

Knife crime is any crime that involves a knife
or sharp instrument. Offences with a knife
can include threatening people, a robbery or
burglary, a murder or assault. Simply
carrying a knife - even if a child or young
person hasn't used it - is also considered a
crime, and can get them in trouble.

This video shows a police officer answering
qguestions about the law & carrying a knife

It's not illegal for a young person to be in a gang. There
are different types of gangs and not every type is
criminal or dangerous. However, gang membership can
often be linked to illegal activity — particularly organised
criminal gangs involved in trafficking, drug dealing and
violent crime.

These types of gangs can exploit children and young
people to carry out criminal activity for them. For some
young people, being in a gang gives a sense of
belonging, or status, perceived protection.

#lifeorknife is the knife crime prevention page
from West Midlands Police.
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Here is the link to the full youtube playlistof | MOSt young people are not involved in gangs and want
further #lifeorknife clips. I nothing to do with them. However, those who are can
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do significant damage, emotionally and physically, to
their communities, families and friends, as well as
themselves

There are a number of weapons surrender
bins across the region to dispose of knives safely.

There are some signs to look out for if you're worried a child or young person has joined a gang, or is being
criminally exploited.

» They're getting lots of texts and phone calls but are being secretive about who they're talking to.

e You've noticed a drop in grades and a reluctance from them to go to school.

e They have new clothes, phones or games and can't explain how they paid for them.

e They're not hanging around their usual friends but are spending time with new people, who are sometimes older.
e Going missing from home or not showing up to school or regular after-school groups or clubs.

e They've become involved in low-level criminality such as antisocial behaviour.

Things that can help protect ey e e ESC NN

against violence

From international research, there is consensus that
there are risk factors’ which are things that contribute
to an increased likelihood of involvement in violence (as
either a victim or perpetrator), and factors which help
reduce the likelihood. Listed here are some key
protective factors to think about. Research globally has
found these factors help reduce the likelihood of
someone being a victim or perpetrator of violence.
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&) www.westmidlands-vrp.org/i-am-a-parent


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2IB0vSKAd0o
https://lifeorknife.west-midlands.police.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?app=desktop&list=PLU6CqNjl3Z56n5Csifx0nKJmNT3m1DA0F&cbrd=1
https://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/preventing-crime/knife-crime/weapon-surrender-bins/
https://www.westmidlands-pcc.gov.uk/preventing-crime/knife-crime/weapon-surrender-bins/

